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arimo Ragawa first started submitting manga to a comic maga- 

zine when she was 12 years old. She kept up her submissions 

for four years, but to no avail. She decided to submit her work 

to the magazine Hana to Yume, where she received Top Prize in 
the Monthly Manga Contest as well as an honorable mention (Kasaku) in the 
magazine’s Big Challenge contest. Her first manga was titled Time Limit. Baby 
& Me was honored with a Shogakukan Manga Award in 1995 and was spun 
off into an anime. 


Ragawa’s work showcases some very cute and expressive line work along with 
an incredible ability to depict complex emotions and relationships. Some of 
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Ragawa has two brothers and two sisters. 


TO BEGIN. | 


IT's 
TRANSPORTA- RIGHT BY 
TION, BUT THE BEACH. 
SHE'LL GIVE US MY AUNT 
RUNS 
IT IN THE 
SUMMER. 


WHY NOT? 
MORIGUCHI’S 
PARENTS WILL BE 
THERE, RIGHT? 
"MW GONNA ASK MY 
MOM IF | CAN GO. 


..FOR INVITING US! THE THREE 


OF US 
: wee TOGETHER... 
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BONUSES, 
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AVM Ble Lato 4 
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D, E 
SAE E ANDO, E 
[pe S OF COURSE, 
THERE 
7 WERE . 
%, BONUSES og? 
HITOSHI! ATTACHED. 


SUMMER 
VACATION HAO 
BEGUN. 


THE LITTLE 
ONES AWAY j ’mMso 
RO! HAPPY «ee Busy NOTICES 


DANCING NOTHING 


THE WAY 
MORIGUCHI’S 
FAMILY 
WAS ACTING... 


AKIHIRO, H 
WILL YOU ee ISLAND 
A PICTURE 
OF MINORU Bet 
Bs ! 
AND ME? rs 
FABULOUS!! 
HUH? vy) 


WHERE |S 
EVERYONE? 


THEY 
WON'T ALL 
FIT IN THE 


ANA 


x. WHAT ARE 
kr YOU DOING? 
STOP 
HARASSING 
HITOSHI'S 
FRIENO!! 


' 
OON'T 


HIROSHI! 
VE BEEN 
LOOKING 
FOR YOu! 


HIROSHI, 
YOU LOOK 
MORE LIKE 
A WOMAN 


APPROVE. THAN EVER. 


| gave 


birth to 
ahandsome (4 


V'M OTOKO a 
moricucH! X>, 
wHITOSHI'S “ 

Gi 
MOTHER. 
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‘Sn 
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1, 
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’M TAKUYA 
ENOKI. NICE 


Author's Note Part | 


Ciao! Marimo 

Ragawa here. This is 

volume Ib 

of Baby & Me. 

Time really does fly. 

{t seems like just 

yesterday we were 

working on volume 

10. Unbelievable. 

As a manga artist, SHE’S IN HER m- 

sometimes | feel like 60s, BUT SHE MORIGUCHI, 
THINKS SHE’S f YOUR 


I'm stuck ; GRANDMA'S 
in a time warp. KINOA..HOT. 


| often 

find myself writing 
the wrong year when 
| sign autographs 
and illustrations. 
The people around 
me change, but 
(seem to stay 


the same. 

(haven't changed my = Jenene gs 
makeup or clothing - ‘ AS GOOD AS 
style for years. When ES YOUR TASTE! 
\ realized that, | was 
embarrassed. That's 
it! It's time for me 
to become a grown 


woman! \ don't 
think 


3 y 
Vk \ 
es) YOU'RE 
: Ww 2 ADORABLE! 
ND | d LET ME 
THANK YOU 


The complaint of someone 
in her 20s... | haven't 
matured much either. 


i 
ATTEMPTING TO START A 
CONVERSATION WITH A 
COMPLIMENT. 


) AND THE 
7” Sky IS 
AMAZING! 


WAIT A MINUTE, 
HIROSHI! YOU 
NEVER TOLD US 
YOU HAD FOUR 
TOODLERS 
WITH YOu!! 


my 
GRANDMA'S 


BE..EXTREME. 


«AND SHE 
HATES WOMEN 
Ni 


ANO 
CHILOREN. 


BUT WHAT 
ABOUT HER 
OWN kIOS? 
ANO YOU? 


WITH ME. 


1 THINK IT’S 
MORE ABOUT 
BEHAVIOR 
THAN AGE. 


AREN'T WE 
CHILOREN? 


THIS IS 
OuR STOP! 


an 


| WANT 
TOGO 
sSwim- 
MING! 


NOT REALLY. 


SHE ONLY 
GOES SHE LOVES 
FOR GOOD- MEN, EH? 


LOOKING 


GUYS. COULD MEAN 


TROUBLE 


|! ~micoR!! 
&§§ HIROSHI 


AND 
HIS PARTY 
ARE HERE! 


Ge A De ERS 


LUNCHTIME 
RUSH. 


HOW WAS 
YOUR TRIP? 


LIKE A MALE 
IMPERSONATOR 
FROM THE 
TAKARAZUKA 
REVUE"! 


HOW MIDORI 
USED TO LOOK 


IN AN ATTEMPT 
TO ESCAPE 
MOTHER'S HATRED 
OF WOMEN, 
| ADOPTED 
THE TAKARAZUKA 


2A MOVED THE 
PARTITION 
BETWEEN 


ONES 
TWO ROOMS CANALL 


+ 


ie ear) 


7 


WHAT |S IT, 
TAKUYA? 
Zz = 
Z, 
WD \ 


f 


Yi 
° 
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dd VN 


vs 
Bre 


AU 


NOw 
FORM 
INE! 


PRE-SWIM 
EXERCISES! 
BEGIN!! 


++MORIGUCHI'S 
GRANOMA. 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
LOOKING 


MRS. MORIGUCHI, 
WHY DON'T 
YOU LIKE KIOS? 


YIKES! SHE ie WAY THEY 

JUST T AND PLAY 
|HATE KIDS DESCRIBED | [| 1S DISGUSTING. 
MINORU! 


BUT MOSTLY 


+. MAYBE KIOS ARE 
MESSY, BUT | DON'T 
THINK THEY'RE 
NATURALLY 
AFRAID OF YOU. 


wl’M SURE 
THEY’O LIKE 
YOu. 


IF YOU 
WERE NICE 
TO THEM... 


HE’S REALLY 


LET ME 
CORRECT 
YOU ABOUT 
ONE THING. 


NX 


VPDNDED 


HOW DIO 

HE GET 

INJUREO 
WHEN MOM 
WAS RIGHT 


WHA 
BAD LUCK. 
INJURED ON val 
THE FIRST DAY SPRAINED 
OF VACATION. MY ANKLE. 


IT WAS AN 
ACCIDENT! 


alt hie 


wHITOSH!| EF FUMIKO'S 


Y WOULDN'T FEATURES 
BESO WERE 
s PLAIN. ABIT 
NICER... 


YOU'VE 


———— 
EAA 


SUMMER... 
= 


wy 


1} 
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ea | 
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YEAH, 
THERE’S NO 
WAY | CAN 
PEOAL. 


WHILE — \ow’'s 
YOU SURE THE = NOMce 
YOU CAN'T LITTLE TOGO 
MAKE IT, Ss FORA 
TAKUYA? NAPPING, BIKE RIDE... 
| ¢4 
E 5 [| 
E 


Hy 


id 


(( 


| CAN'T 
STAND kKIOS! 
THEY'RE 
ALWAYS 
CRYING! 


DON'T 
CRY, 
) MINORU. 
‘an “ns Le AW] PD 
Note US — 


IT’S SUCH 
A BEAUTIFUL 
DAY! 


© Mtr 


“1 ustenup, ) 
YOU KIDS. 


TODAY, 


BEAUTIFUL 
YOUNG 
WOMAN... 


WHERE'D 
THEY GO? 


TALE CON- 
TINUES IN 
CHAPTER 

87! 


Chapter 86 / The End 


TOH 

ISLANO FOR 

SUMMER VA- 
CATION. 


WE STAYED 
AT THE 
INN OF 
MORIGUCHI’S 


IS THIS 
ROUTE 
ALL 
UPHILL? 


we 


a es — 


HOW LONG 
OOES THIS 
TRIP TAKE? 


) 
i > 
"M THIRSTY. 


TO SAYIT, 
rmtoo  |BUT SOME- 
serious? | TIMES 
YOU'RE 
TOO 
SERIOUS, 


..MORIGUCHI'S 
GRANOMA | ff 
WAS HAVING 
A TERRIBLE 


WORRYING 
eee KIOSLL 
‘ WAKE UP 
BEFORE 
WE GET 
BACK. 


OFF ON 
OUR BIKE 
RIDE... 


am TT 


SHE HAS 
INSTINCTS, REALLY? 
LIKE ALL Oo 


HELLO! 
CHILOREN! 
ANSWER 


“A FIT MOTHER. 
SHE CANT 
EVEN TAKE 
CARE OF || 
HER OWN 
_ CHILDREN. Va paetagetd 
sii i RESPONSI- 
BILITIES! 


THERE'LL 
BE STALLS 
LINEO UP 
ALONG 
THE 


MCL TELL 
THE BOYS 
WHEN THEY 


IT’S TOO 
BAD YOU'RE 
GOING HOME 
TOMORROW. 
| WISH YOU 
COULD STAY 
ALITTLE 
LONGER. 


WHY DOES 
MOM OISLIKE 
WOMEN AND 

CHILOREN 


SO MUCH? 


‘4 SOMOM 
Te DECIDED 
oe, eae 
STARTED 
OGLING GET BACK 
AT HIM. 


BADLY 
ACCORDING | B40LY 


OH! 
THINGS 


HE WASN'T 
TERRIBLY 
HANDSOME... 


OION’T 
SEEM 
LIKE THE 


Author's Note Part 2 


| visited Orlando, 
Florida in February. 
Hooray! 

We went to Walt 
Disney World! 

\ was 50 tired | slept 
all the way there, 

80 | didn’t suffer 
from jet lag at all. 


Our Schedule 
Day |: Epcot 

+ 
Day 2: Disney- 
MGM Studios 


+ 


Day 3: Universal 
Studios 


$ 
Day 4: The Magic 
Kingdom 


It wasn't terribly 
crowded, maybe 
because we went in 
the middle of the week. 
(We still had to wait 
Go minutes for the 
Twilight Zone Tower 

of Terror at Disney- 
MGM Studios.) 


Vl tell you what 

\ thought of the rides 
and attractions in 
upcoming Author's 


MOMs 
MOTHER-IN- 
LAW WAS 
INCREDIBLY 
MEAN TO 


I'M SURPRISED 
THAT YOU CAN 
BE SO UNDER- 
STANDING AFTER 
WHAT SHE’S 
OONE TO YOU. 


HMM... 
THIS |S 
TOTALLY 
HOUSEWIVES’ 
GOSSIP. 


: SISTERS- 
AL IN-LAW ARE 
SUPPOSED 

TO BE 
JOINING US 


OUTBURSTS ARE 
JUST CHILDISH 
TANTRUMS. 
IT’S BETTER 
TO IGNORE 


ae 


Her bark 


ota stan 
A 


ASN 


|ALWAYS = ACTUALLY, 
WANTED TO. THISISN’T 
BEINTHE ALLHER 
TAKARAZUKA = DOING. 
REVUE. 


V] 


\ auditioned 
for it once, 
but | didn’t 


3 =, 


al 
Mat SOME 
GMA, towers. 


VMS > 


THE 
LITTLE 
KIOS WILL 


hE BY a oS a CS 


i“) 


es 
“ q 
SO 


x1 SS ~*e: 


PLE Sh / RN 


| WANNA 
GO HOME!! 


"M GETTING 
TO BE AN 


Re 3 fk 5 


©: LA-LA-LA TUP TUP TUP® 


CAN'T STAND 
LITTLE KIOS! 


TOOK THE kIOS 
FOR AWALK? 
ARE YOU SURE 

THEY'RE OKAY? 


= YOU DON'T 
SQ. KNOW HER! 
eS SHE’SA 


i . 


\ 
wt 


Bes 


<b 
=hh 


= 
SS 
if! 


fl 


.) 
AH! ‘© )\\ see 
y 5 4, WE GO! 
I t= : 
: an) 
A 
4 I = Wal 
\/Ml 
2 — iz ° 
WHOA! 
HE'S NOT 
BRAKING! 


WZ 


a7 HE'SA 
i maniac!! 


SZ 
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wn WY 


ZF. 


f: 
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° 
epece 
NOT! NO. ISN'T 
YET. | SHE BACK | _WASN'T . 
ET? GRANDMA |*%% sa) 
WITH ane NS 
THEM? 


OH, NO! 

Wray C GRANNY 

MUST 
BE LOST maa 
Too. A 
9. a! 
Zaks 
Oh, 

‘ie dear. Soe rt 
MUST'VE a 
HAD AN sete 

ACCIDENT! Cay k 2 . 

Fi ms 3 

J 
LOOK! MIs- 
SING! 
» 

> OANA 
Fae ry 2 

< fe 

io 
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J % 
oh \ 
s ores \ 
” a eo” | 
fe} 4 
B 1 & 
ko SS 
=x) 
O ga |) «|b 
‘j GS 2 = = 
“= Tan 
NO! SHE'S 
MISSING? HITOSHI! 
IS GRANDMA 
BACK YET? 
‘| 


% 


4, 
ey) 
Zz 


THEY'RE 
ALL... 


SAFE. 


Vv) \ 
f GRANDMA, 
‘ WEREN'T YOU 
WATCHING THE 
4 KIDS? 
re 
THOSE 
KIOS & i 
AREA {li 
MENACE! | VE 
HAD IT! D 
V/) 
oes fi \ 
=, i 


LEAVE ME 
ALONE! 


MRS. 
MORIGUCHI, 
THERE'S 
BLOOD ON 
YOUR ARM! 
ODIO YOU 
FALL? 


TELL US, 
OR PEOPLE 
WILL THINK YOU 


CHILOREN IN 
THE WOODS. 


[\ LET HER REST. 


1m 
Ss cows 
SFO 


cl r 


CHILDREN! 


¥ 


—S 
HUH? —— 
a2 Ses 
KIOS GO Ze. OWN! 
were rome BO [tik 
THEY? M |S il\\\ \\ 
| m | Oy M\\\\ 
bs ? } 
7 I\\\ 
WHERE 
en 
LZ 
af 
KC) (a 
\ 
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BAO 
MOMMY!! 


a 
*A festival game in which players try to catch 
goldfish in a paper scoop. 


y 
| i 


1) 


WELL, MIDORI 
TOLD ME YOU 
i LOOK FORWARD 
THAT'S TO THE FESTIVAL 
¥ = JUST JUNK GRANDMA EVERY YEAR. 


"MUSEO 
TO THE 
CHATTER 
OF kKIOS. 


..WE COULON’T 
TELL WHETHER 
MORIGUCHI'S 
GRANOMA’'S 
OISLIKE OF 
CHILDREN... 


SWIM IN 
THE 


TIME WE 
VISIT, I'M 
GOING 
TO WIN 
HER 
OVER. 
YOU'LL 


HITOSHI’S 
FRIENOS 
WERE MUCH 
BETTER 
LOOKING. 


pter 87 / The End 
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_ 


/e 


THANKS FOR 


KEEPING S.E 
TEBURADE- We 
SUKI WHILE 

WE'RE ON : 


it: 


ENGIN) 
VU GAT os 


OUR TRIP. 


YOU SAID WE 


WAIT A 
MINUTE! 


A 
BIRDIE! 


cal 


Author's Note Part 3 


As soon as we 
reached the hotel, 

| bought a souvenir 
cup for $8.50 in 
the dining room. 


| got it because 
there was a 24- 
hour bar in the 
dining room that 
offered unlimited 
refills with the cup. 


| only had the 

waiter fill my cup half- 
way each time 
(because that’s all 

| could drink), but 
other people were 
filling up their cups 
with coffee or soda. 

\ had breakfast 

every morning in 

the dining room, 

but even though it 

was a buffet, we had to 
tell the staff what we 
wanted to eat — 

and my English 

isn't very good. 


Continued in Part 4 


MR. TEBU- 
RADESUKI!, 
MALE. 
WHAT THE 
HECK? 


HMPH. WELL, | 
HOPE YOU 
HAVEN'T FORGOT- 
TEN THAT WE'RE 
GOING AWAY TO 
THE HOT SPRINGS 


EVEN RE- 
MEMBER 
AGREEING 


FINE, BUT 
HE’S YOUR 
RESPONSI- 
BILITY! 


SEIICHI, 
WHY DID 
YOu 
AGREE 
TO THIS? 


THEN WHY | DION'T HS 


DO YOU RGE 
LOOK SO re r 
SHOCKED? 
w 
' 
Pp 
X Ce 
DD 
oe 
' 
Pp 
TAKUYA 
" 
@ 
-) i 
= 
HUH? 


HUH? THE MAN 
[? \THANKS! ~~ 1 was 
LOOKING 
wea: 7 FOR. 
GET YOU 
A SOU- ot i 
VENIR! MA 
A 


HE FORCED 
ME TO TAKE 
THE PARA- 
KEET... 


oe, ..BUT REALLY, 
a MINORU ANC | 
WERE BOTH 


THEY'RE NOT 
LEAVING UNTIL 


TAKE THE BIRD 
TONIGHT? 


lGuEss 
DAD ISN'T 
USED TO 
THE WAYS 
OF BIRDS. 


ran 


YM 


MINORU! YOU 
CAN'T TAKE 
TEBURADESUKII 
OUT UNLESS 
THE WINDOWS 


IT's 
TEBURA- 
OESUKI!, 

NOT PIIKO, 


| WISH SUMMER 
WE COULD VACATION 
GOSsSOME- ISALMOST 
WHERE, OVER. 


4 


See C 
<a |___{/ 


4 OKAY. 


} 
s 


| 
|) 
| 
ial 


f 


CRYING? 


ASWEET OH, 
i BEAN HARUMI. | 
PASTE BROUGHT 


(VAY (VA (WN) BUN YOUSOME- 
FROM THING... 
() 2) THE 
V2) RESORT. 


SHUT UP! THIS IS WHWHAT * ie 
ALL YOUR FAULT! whe Map \ Ae VAN 
YOU ALWAYS GET | FOR? 
TAKUYA TO DO | 
YOUR DIRTY WORK! 


VW / Yl, 
B2ZO 


WHAT’RE 
YOu 
TALKING 
ABOUT? 


TAKUYA, Ht 
STOP angie 
CRYING | WHERE'D HEY... TTT il 

AND ? aU ute 
Tettus | HE SO! rill ii 
WHAT \ 


| 


= 
aa! 
— 


We TODO 
CANDO. HIB | THIS? 


TEBURADESUKI! 
COULD SAY, 
“LOVE YOu.” 


SEIICHI'S 
SEIICHI, ONLY BEEN 
WE COULD ATITFOR 
TELL HIM TWO 
THE BIRD MINUTES. 
FLEW INTO 


ai 


p 
" 
HE’LL THAT GOOD YEAH! 
KNOW THE WON'T |OEA! 
OIFFERENCE! WORK! 
ITS VOICE 


ISN'T EVEN 
THE SAME! 


Na 


NN 
\\ y 
MU SSN 


Uy 


THAT'S 
NOT WHAT 
VM UPSET 


YOU DON'T 
NEED TO 
WORRY. WHEN SOME- 
MAENO LEARNS 
THE TRUTH... 


No! 


VM NOT YOU WANT 
WORRIED MINORU 
ABOUT TO COME 
MYSELF! CLEAN SO 
YOU WON'T 
GET IN 
TROUBLE, 


RIGHT? 


KEEP 
LYING 
FOREVER!! 


CHILOREN 
DON’T 
LIE. 


” DION’T a 
| SEE YOU Mey : 
H THE i 


: a HUH? HI, NOT 
TEBURACESLNCIE REALLY, OH, 
HOW HA\ HAN 
K) YOU BEEN? 4 THANKS. 
: iv) “a g 


HEY... i= 
Ks “en, 2G » 
Maresh 
‘9 i Eee 
Fc < E . 
¢ 
7, £ —— 


WH-WHAT'RE YOU 


TALKING ABOUT? HE LOOKS 
HAVE YOU ALITTLE 
FORGOTTEN WHAT OIFFERENT. 
HE LOOKS LIKE 


ALREADY? 


THING? SUKII? ENT! 


SEIICHI... 


1LET 
TEBURADESUKI! 
GET AWAY. 


ee 


+MAENO'S NOT 
THE TYPE OF GUY 
WHO'D GET MAD 

ABOUT SOME- 
THING AS TRIVIAL 

AS THIS! DON’T 
WORRY ABOUT IT! 


) 
| 


YOU POOR 


4 


WT TOL all) | 
) ma! oD ot 
—— > | aes 


MINORU 
LOOKED 


HIS MISER- 
Eves ABLE. 
FILLED 
WITH 


TEARS. 


Chapter 88 / The End 


Satie, 2S 


-soChapter 89 


( 
‘VE NEVER}; 
SEEN YOU 


OH, WELL, 
WHO CARES? 
IT’S JUST 
TRASH. 


THAT'S 
INTER- 
ESTING? 


APROBLEM 
WITH THAT? 


..A SUB WHO 
FILLED IN FOR 
OUR HOMEROOM 
TEACHER, 
MR. MATSUMOTO, 
WHEN HE GOT 
INJURED LAST 
SPRING. 


See Baby & Me 
Volume 12 
Chapters 67 


: 
= 
au 
re) 
‘i 
QO 
g 


NO THANKS. HMM... 
|GOTTAGO 


GROCERY 
SHOPPING. 


Author's Note Part 4 


They pronounce things very 
differently in Tapan and the 
us. 


(tried to order a 
croissant and failed. 
They call it something 
like “Kurossan,” not 
“Kurowassan.” (My 
pronunciation was close, 
80 why couldn't they 
understand me?) 

On the first day, | made 
a mistake. | Kept nodding 
yes to all of the waiter’s 
suggestions, so my first 
American meal was 


gigantic! 


There was no way | 
could eat it all. Another 
day, based on the lesson 
I'd learned, | said, “No, 
thank you,” to refuse the 
food items | didn’t want. 
The waiter looked 


THAT KIO... 


Me: 
THAT'S 
TAKUYA 
ENOKI. 
HUH? 
Magan 
ye 


| FIGURED 

YOU WERE 

ON YOUR 
WAY TO THE 


THIS IS THE 
FIRST TIME 
VE EVER 
REALLY GONE 
SHOPPING BY 


IT DEPENDS ON 
WHAT YOU LIKE. 


GROUND WHAT 1 LIKE THE 
MEAT? ELSE COTTON- 
WHERE DO ISIN STYLE BETTER 
'GETTHAT? = =maBo- BECAUSE IT 
AND HOW. TOFU, DOESN'T FALL 
DOIMAKE = anyway?| | APART ASEASILY. 


THE SAUCE? 


OH. 
MY MOM 
ALWAYS MADE 
IT FROM 
SCRATCH. 


OO WE HAVE 
TO LIVE ON 
INSTANT FOOD 


NOW LIKE 
THE ENOK! 
FAMILY? 


WHICH IS 


IT’S EASY. 
JUST Buy 
AMABO- 
TOFU Mix. 


THEY'RE 
EASY TO 
MAKE ANO 
THEY TASTE 
GREAT. 
ANDO YOU CAN 
DECIDE HOW 
SPICY YOU 
WANT IT. 


COOKING 


IS 
BORING. 


"WM GOOD 
AT MAKING 
MISO SOUP, 
AND OAD'S’ = STUFFWITH fT Y 
AGOOD PRE-MADE WY SAUCE. 


COOK TOO! Ws still real 


home cooking! 


KITSUNE s = / 


LD, | GUESS 1 00 
IDON" Y RELY A LOT ON 
NOOOLES! sm Bw. az A 

: WAZA! 

fad 


BENTO MEALS" 
"ANO READY- 

. ADE FOOD. 

EN mM we 


you JusT 
DISAPPEARED! 
WERE YOU GONNA 
LEAVE WITHOUT 
SAYING ANYTHING? 


LISTEN... 


STUFF’S 
NOT CHEAP, 
HUH? 


| DION'T 
REALIZE 
WE WERE 
SHOPPING 
TOGETHER. 


iTHink |/, WHAT AM 


wenave ||! SUPPOSED 


ALOT IN 
COMMON. 


TODAY A KIO. 
WANTED TO BE 
FRIENOS WITH ME 
CAUSE HIS MOM 

LEFT HIM AND 
HIS DAD. 


1 | WANTED 
TO TALK IT 


= OVER WITH 


a eg 
CINCAIN 


ASK 


HE DOESN'T 
SEEM VERY 
HAPPY ABOUT 
iy MAKING A 
\ NEW FRIEND. 


re 
g A 
i Z WELL... 
Ww 
SP, 
. (/ THIS 
ISA 


SURPRISE. 2 
CAS ii es 


| THOUGHT 
'0 OROP By. 


TUTORING 
SOME OF 
MY FORMER 
STUDENTS. 


FROM KONAN 
ELEMENTARY 
THERE, TOO. 


OVER AT THE 
SCHOOL. WANNA 


WAS sf arte 
r [Ne 25 
Ne ea 


77 


IF YOU'D WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO STOP 
BY THE 
CLASSROOM? 
THERE ARE 
PROBABLY 
STILL A FEW 
STUDENTS 


| OION'T 
KNOW YOU 
AND YUTA 
WERE 
FRIENDS. 


INCREDIBLE, 
HUH? 
| COULD 


GA RESPONSIBLE. 


118 


IT’S WEIRD. 
YOU TWO 


my 


NEITHER 
OF US HAS 
AMOTHER 
AT HOME. 


ANO YOU 
OON'T 
HAVE 

ALITTLE 


WHAT ARE YOU 
| DOING HERE, }} 
MR. KANNO? 


YEAH. 
WHEN | CAN'T 
FIND WORK AS 
A SUBSTITUTE, 
| HAVE TO TAKE 
PART-TIME 


««BUT YOU 
CAN'T BE 
FRIENOS WITH 
SOMEBODY 
WHO HAS 
NOTHING TO 
OFFER YOU. 


YOU ANO GOTOH 
WELL, BECAUSE ARE GOOD 


GON'SFUNNY AND 1) ERIENDS, RIGHT? 
| LIKE BEING 
AROUND HIM. Wer bovou 
: HANG OUT 


WITH HIM? 


ERE 
THINGS WE WANT 
FROM OTHERS 
WITHOUT 
REALIZING IT. 


HUMAN 
BEINGS 
ws THEY SOMETIMES 
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OID YOU ».WHY ARE 

SEE ME YOu 
TALKING TO TELLING 
Ml AL 


AN 
| SAY? 


re 


wAT THE ! ' 
SUPPLEMEN- WORK 


TARY SCHOOL ENOKI. 
ON MONDAYS, 
WEONESDAYS 
ANO FRIDAYS. 
VLL BE HERE 
AROUND THIS 
TIME ON ‘ 
THOSE DAYS. a 
IF | DON’T SAY 
SOMETHING 
4 NOW, HE’LL 
‘ THINK I’M 
| he AN IDIOT. [! 
a | 
SS 


AMAZING. } 
HOW DID “y IF THERE’S j 
MR. KANNO SOMETHING 
ON YOUR 
KNOW? IMINO, MAYBE} 
| CAN HELP 
YOU FIGURE, 
IT OuT. 
w 
2 
2 
y MY DAD 3 - 
Z | CAN DO of” Erne OKAY 
- Thc | STUFF LIKE a f 
. THAT TOO. 


BUT FOR 
SOME 


REASON, 
| OION'T WANT 
TO TELL MY 


| WASN'T 
SURE WHY. 


FEELINGS 
BOTTLED 


GEEZ...YOU 


CAN'T EVEN WELL, JUST 
TOAST BREAD PUT SOME 
RIGHT, HUH? JAM ON IT. 


GEEZ! THE 
GOVERNMENT 
TAKES ALL YOUR 
MONEY WHEN YOU 
HAVE A JOB, BUT IT 
DOESN'T WANT TO 
GIVE ANY BACK 
WHEN YOU'RE 
DOWN AND OUT! 


LL 1 PRO- 
JUST BABLY 
HAVE TO WON'T 
FINDA QUALIFY 
JOB. ANYWAY. 


THREE 
MONTHS? 
HOW'RE 
WE GONNA 
MAKE IT 
UNTIL 
THEN? 


THAT WON'T 
START FOR 
ANOTHER 
THREE 
MONTHS, 
IF VM EVEN 

APPROVED. 


YOUR ARE 
FEVER'S yOu 
OOWN,BUT SURE 
YOU DION’T YOU'RE 


ITWASN'T EAT ALL 
MUCH OF Z BREAKFAST. RIGHT? 
AFEVER 
ANYWAY, 

ANO 


"LL HAVE 
AGOOD 
LUNCH AT 


..MAKE SURE 
YOU LEAVE 
SCHOOL EARLY. 
JUST CALL ME 
AT THE OFFICE 
ANDO I'LL PICK UP 
MINORU. 


“MAYBE IT’S | 
‘BECAUSE © 
(SKIPPED 

KFAST: 


MY 
STOMACH 
HURTS. 
AM| SICK? 


W — 
lh re ‘ 
HUA Bhat 
wdIWIYAMAE \ ‘ ‘ NN 
WILL COME oe ie 
LOOKING 
FOR ME 


AGAIN XN = . 


ENOKI 


) \F THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
ON YOUR MIND, 
MAYBE | CAN 
HELP YOU 
FIGURE IT OUT. 


SOMETHING jf 
| CAN'T 
FIGURE 

OuT 
THAT'S 
EATING 
AT ME. 


Fusil? 
WHY’RE WHADDAYA WHAT 
YOU THINK? I'M 


7 einer 
ANG 
ALWAYS 1 
ASSUME 

ITHAS 

SOME- 

THING TO 

DO WITH 
MINORU. 
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BUT THOSE 
CHEAP- 


IT’S ROUGH, HUH? 
"0 TELL YOU 
TO GO HOME 
ANO REST, 
BUT MINORU 
PROBABLY 


WOULON'T 
LET YOU. 


But my 
fever's gone. 


». WHENEVER BUT IT’S 
| WANT TRUE 
TO DO | ALWAYS 

SOMETHING. HAVE TO 

CONSIDER 
MINORU... 


YL Laz 


, 


Y 


YZ Laz 
if af WHY DOES. 
Zo EVERYBODY 
THINK MINORU 
IS MAKING LIFE 
Nota care HARO FOR ME? 
in the 


== MA 


WE HAVE ART 
OURING FIFTH 
PERIOD TODAY. 
WE'RE GONNA 
GO OUTSIDE 


Author's Note Part 5 


\ ordered scrambled 
ggs, sausage and hash 
browns, just those three 
things. So | was very 
surprised when | saw 


the tra : 
(CQ 
aN Ah 


There was a heap of all 
three items on my plate. 


ACTUALLY, 


MY DAD OID THE 


BURNED IT. MIX TURN 


OUT 


oath (). This is terrible 
The servings were huge 
no matter where we ate. 
\ couldn't finish any of 
my meals. It was all 
about quantity rather 
than quality. When | 
ordered shrimp tempura 
at Epcot, they gave me 
five huge pieces of 
shrimp! | was flabber- 
gasted. And when we 
visited Planet Hollywood 
after Universal Studios, 
{ got another shock. 
There were huge 
portions of soup, fish, 
mashed potatoes and 
string beans, but the 
most surprising thing 
was the dessert. 


WHAT 
DOES 
YOUR DAD 


0O, 
ENOKI? 


HE'S AN S.E. 
THAT STANDS 
FOR “SYSTEMS 
ENGINEER,” 
| THINK. 


PWNMACT3OO 


Five scoops 
of ice cream 
each! The 
foreigners 
} finished them 
} all. Just 


In fact, the ice cream was in a cone, not a glass. 
{ remembered that after | drew this. Sorry. 133 


HE 
WORKS HARD. 
SOMETIMES 
HE EVEN HAS 
TO WORK ON 
WEEKENDS. 


ANO 
COMPUTER 
TECHNOLOGY 
THE OLDER IS ALWAYS 
PEOPLE CAN'T CHANGING, 

KEEP UP, SO SO HE HAS 


MY DAD HAS TO KEEP 
TO TRAIN ALL STUDYING. 
THE YOUNGER 


EMPLOYEES. 


‘VOZ-ODADAD 


N 
ANT 
bby 


i, 


Wy PATHETIC! 


WHY DIO HE WHY DIO 
GET MAD MIYAMAE 
ALL OFA Eon SAY THAT 
SUDDEN? BE : STUFF 


TO ME? 


«BUT HE 
KEEPS 
HURTING MY 2: 

FEELINGS. ~ * 


KNOW 
HIM... 


MY 
HEAD’S 
SPINNING. 


..- SOMEBODY 
TO TALK TO! 


yey 


| SHOULON'T 

HAVE LASHED 
OUT AT 

ENOK! LIKE 
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iL 


H 


138 


PG 


'M NOT 
LING WELL, 
ORU. CAN 
YOU BE 
OOD BOY 
AND 
ft PLAY BY 
Ir URSELF? 
WK Me h 
\ ‘ 


FEE 
MIN 
AG 
YO 

\ LY 


@ 


V4 
MN 
my 


ROY 
‘e 


i 
(oy 
xf 


@ Za SS SSN 


'0 TELL YOU 
TO GO HOME 
ANO REST, 
BUT MINORU 


CAD : My 
| TOLO HIM : STOMACH 
HURT ALL 
EVENING... 


++ SO 
| COULON'T 
EAT VERY 
MUCH. 


| DION’T WANT 
DAD AND MINORU 
TO WORRY 
ABOUT ME, 
SO 1 TOLO 
THEMIWAS : 
JUST TIRED. : 


MINORU, 
00 YOU 
THINK 
TAKUYA'S 
HIDING 
SOMETHING 
FROM ME? 


PUDDING! | # 
yum! 


THAT'S RIGHT. ) cor 
YOU WORKED | trea you 
THERE FART- | SURE WORK... 
TIME FORA \CoRPO- 
WHILE. | WAS _\RATION. 
YOUR SECTION 
CHIEF. 


OH, 


WHEN YOu OH, 
QUIT, REALLY? 
| ASSUMED 
YOU'O FOUND 
A PERMANENT 
TEACHING 
POSITION. 


| TEACH 


ATA 


YES, 
1AM. 


2/6 
G 


| 


1GOT 
ALITTLE 
ANNOYED, 


Sw py, 


Y 
( 


YOU HAVE TO 
TAKE CARE 
OF YOUR 
BROTHER 
AND TAKE 
THE PLACE 
OF HIS 
MOTHER. 


HUH? 


... THE WAY 
YOU ACT MAME... 
n MAKES ME 
a WONDER 
Ui IF WE HAVE 
Q ANYTHING IN 
j COMMON 


AT ALL! 


YOU'RE 
ALOT MORE 
PATHETIC. 


\ 

'M THOUGHT| 
cone Le 
TO SEE WRONG. WERE 


I'M SORRY 
| THOUGHT 
WE WERE 
THE SAME. 


. THINK 
"mM 
PATHETIC? 


OF TALKING 
WITH ME? 
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NNcS )_ 


y 


oe Gy 


MAYBE HE’S 


HOLDING OUT 


FOR ONE 
THAT'S AS 
GOOD AS HIS 
OLD JOB. 


> Sy> 


NNCS 


~, 


IS YOUR THINGS 


FATHER GOING 
DOING THE AROUND 
THE 


PROPERLY? HOUSE? | 


"mM 
SORRY. 


NNCES 


iin y 2 SNe tee 
“a y -S 


au salt, 
SEEMED . 
LIKE YOU , 
HAD , li 
SOMETHING |”. LSA 
ON YOUR fi sy ys SQ) 
MINO. fey 


BUTI vn ee saagee 


TAKUYA Jf 


| WHEN! 
'! HAPPENED 
a ear 1 OON'T 
OTHER THINK 
DAY... YOU'RE 
PATHETIC. 
M ug 
ft, aN My 
i 
f 
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IF 1 CAN 


HELP YOU, 
THAT'S 
REWARD 
ENOUGH. 


SOMETIMES 
WORDS CAN 
MEAN MORE 


MISUSED WHOEVER 
THAT WORD, SAID YOU SOMETHING BAD 
WERE : 
' THINK. PATHETIC IT CAN JUST MEAN THAT 
Se SOMEONE'S HAVING 
AHARD TIME. 
| DIDN'T Y | \, 
: KNOW ¥ 
2 WHAT 0 X23 
(as TO SAY. s 


OlO 
SOMEBODY 
SAY YOU 
WERE 
PATHETIC? 


“PATHETIC” DOESN'T 


MIYAMAE 
SAID | WAS 
APHONY. 
WI y 
| DON'T Bur p 
WANT F 
'M JUST + 
PECELE TRYING TO| © 
1 TOTHINK twea lia Le 
4 |HAVE A HARD pea 2By 
NORMAL mM 
LIFE AND pes E | 
FEEL SORRY " EB a ae 
FORME. Te e 


«| TOLO HIM 
WHAT 
MIYAMAE 
HAO SAID 
TOME. 


MR. KANNO 
DION’T SAY 
MUCH. 

HE MOSTLY 
JUST LISTENED. 


THAT'S 
MY OLD 
= SECTION 
coulpwt\ CHIEF'S NAME. 


NN\ 
NY N ENS 


; 
o 


"| WITH HIM? LAST NIGHT. 


BLOX 


I 


O10 HE EAT 
TOO MUCH? 
FOOD 


SCHOOL FOR 
AFEW DAYS 
AND TAKE 
MEDICATION, 
BUT IT’S NOT 
TOO SERIOUS, 
THANK 
GOODNESS. 


STRESS? 
| WONDER IF 
SOMETHING'S 
TROUBLING 
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IF | ASK 
HIM 
WHAT'S 
WRONG, 
HE SAYS, 


NN “NOTHING.” 


v<xVUOUdSO 


SS 


YOU DON'T 
UNDERSTAND, 
OO YOU? 
OH WELL... / 


GOING TO 
PICK YOU UP 
FROM SCHOOL 
TODAY, SO BE 
GOOD ANO 
WAIT FOR ME, 
OKAY? 


minoru!]} ' / 2 
DON'T |* free 
YOu - x 7 
LIKE (Ere m 
me? JAN Ts Hf 
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KINO OF 
COWN 
YESTERDAY. 


THEY'RE 
Topry’s |: 
HANDOUTS. f:' 


MAYBE BY 
THE END 
OF THE 


KNOW WHAT'S 
GOING ON, 
BUT YOU'RE 
HAVING A 


SO WHAT IS 
GASTRITIS 
ANYWAY? 


ae 
NN 
NS 


WILL YOU 
00 ME 
A FAVOR 
TOMOR- 
ROW? 


Minoru 
entertaining 
himself 


| GOTTA PICK 
UP HIRO. WANT 
ME TO BRING 
MINORU 
HOME? 


Author's Note Part & 


The kids we saw HIDING 
were all cute. 
oot #7 Tried 
2. years 
old i iene 
ters but 
A Kind 
ob ws of shy 
yous 
Holding an 
tograph 
book far % A 
characters 
to sign ‘About 


A 
Hy 


iF j % ef | WHA 


| 7 i 
When his cigarette smoke 
vafted over to me, somebody 
said, “Sorry.” But it was the 
father, not the boy, who 
apologized. 


Hey, straighten 
out your son! 


| joined a group of Kids 
and took a lot of photos 
with the characters. 
How silly! 

#% Most memorable 
attraction—Terminator 2 (W's 
a 3D movie. That's not a Disney 
movie, is it? Ha hal) 
Well, bye for now! 


February 1997 


aw) 


HERE YESTER- 
DAY EITHER, IF 


Youwant TO ‘ [ex] 


d AREN'T YOU 
HIS FRIEND, 


ZEZELIIZ_ZZ 
: 2] YOU EVEN 


WHAT HOW'D 
00 YOU you 
MEAN? KNOW 
' WAS... 
DON’T 
KNOW. 
"mM 
SURPRISED 
YOU OION'T 


S| KNOW HE SAE 2 
WAS SICK. 2 
U y aa 
; : = 


PRIVATE 
FAMILY ile = 
STUFF, =f 
RIGHT? ; ad : : 
= : 
cS es 
WHAT 
ARE 
WELL | DON’T IOON'TLIKE _YOU 
LIKE GUYS GUYS WHO bed ae 
WHO SAY ACT SMART. 10, 
MEAN THINGS, A AY? 
SO | GUESS oy 
WE'RE EVEN. 
ie ae 
nye 
Lf 
e 
IF YOU'RE 
We Te iN HUH? GOING 
APARTMENT) edi 
BUILDING. 5 4 BETTER 
WAIT A FEW 
Z MINUTES. 
YOu - 
WOULON’T 
WANT TO / 
WALK HOME 
WITH ME, 
WOULD YOu? = 
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FEELING 
WELL. 


HE'S GOT 
ASTRITIS. 


t Uf , 


THEN WOULD 
YOU DO ME 
AFAVOR? 


"M GOING 


IS IT 
YEAH. 
ORY MR. KANNO 
YOUTO ASKED ME 
BE OUT TOGIVEIT 
OF TO YOu. 
BED? 


PRIVATE? 


| TELL HIM 
| DON’T 
WANT TO BE 
HIS FRIEND, 
WON'T 
THAT BE 


HURTFUL? 


YOU'RE 
FATHETIC. 


THIS 
PART OF 
MYSELF! 


Co 


>=) 


BUT | SAY 
THOSE 
THINGS IN 
THE HEAT 
OF THE 
MOMENT. 


HE WAS 
REALLY 
SICK, 
HUH? 


DOESNT 
KNOW 
IT WAS 
GASTRITIS. 


YEAH. | 
A 


BuT 
| STILL 


«EVER GET 
TIREO OF 
TAKING CARE 
OF ICHIKA 
ANO MA-BO? 


| OION'T, HOW 
WOULD THEY 

EVER LEARN 

HOW OTHER 
PEOPLE FEEL? 
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SOMETIMES, 
WHEN | 
GET MAD, 
| SAY 
TERRIBLE 
THINGS TO 


“1 


BUT THEN 
HE WANTS 
EVERYBODY 
TO THINK 
HE’S SO 
GREAT FOR 
TAKING CARE 
OF HIS 
BROTHER. 


YEAH, 
YOU'RE RIGHT. 
HE’S THE KINO 
OF GUY WHO 
CAN'T LOOK 
REALITY IN 
THE FACE. 


SO YOU'RE BOTH 
LIVING WITHOUT 
A MOTHER. SO WHAT? 
THAT DOESN'T MEAN 
YOU HAVE TO BE 

FRIENDS, YUTA. 


BEING 
AROUND 
A PHONY 

LIKE THAT 


YEAH. | HAD 
A JOB 
INTERVIEW 
TODAY, BUT 
| OON'T THINK 
IT WENT 
VERY WELL. 


TODAY I'M 
SUPPOSED 
TO HEAR 
FROM A 
COMPANY 
| HAD AN 
INTERVIEW 
WITH LAST & 


WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
IN THIS 
NEIGHBOR- 
HOOD, 


HE ONLY HAS ONE 
PARENT, THANKS TO 
MY SELFISHNESS. 
ANO TO MAKE 
THINGS WORSE, 
VM UNEMPLOYED, 
BUT HE’S BEEN 
VERY BRAVE ABOUT 

EVERYTHING. 


HE SAYS 
WHAT HE 
THINKS, 


KI 


I) 


Pystsrarsts 


BUT ANYWAY, 
| DION’T | WAS SURPRISED 


CLASS, SO || TO BE A TEACHER 
| NEVER AT MY SON'S 

SCHOOL. SMALL 
WORLD, HUH? 


MAYBE HE 
DOESN'T 
WANT YOU 
TO WORRY 
ABOUT Him. / 
THE |p 
MYAMAE aye 
THAT ‘ 
itusl jaKua | 2 | RIGHT. 
KNOWS... 
SON. 


— \S 


We CW 


[iGJecsessas38 


® 
say 
8 3 
7 “<A 
fo 
A 


Lb 


GUESS M 
YOU WERE A? 
TRYING / 
an TO FIND 
ENOKI'S petro uy E 
NOT THE = 
SUY YOU MISERABLE E 
WANT HIM THAN YOU ARE. } 
TO BE! N 
§) 
¢ 
\7 = 
Sg SS 
ies ENOKI'SS 
HE HAS Qe 
MINORU! a 


no CU Se 


LIV. 
Mra — 7 7] 


! Wf 


YOU? 

Nowy! (>= 

YOU DON’T 
CARE 


ABOUT 
ANYBODY! 


IT’S OKAY «. TRUE OF 
TO PUT 4 MIYAMAE 
YOUR OWN TOO. 
FEELINGS 


| SAW YOUR 
SHOES, BUT ? 
| OION’T ak 
HEAR YOU, 
sol 
THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 


iISER- 
WHY HE ABLE HE |S. 
ATTACKS 


BUT THEIR 
BAD POINTS. 


PROJECTING 
HIS OWN 
FEELINGS 


ONTO YOU. 


IT WAS 
HARD FOR 
US TO BE 


TOGETHER. 


BUT FOR 
YOUR 
FATHER, 
IT’S FAR 


OVER TIME, 
SOMETHING CUT 
THE BONOS THAT 
CONNECTED US. 


YOUR 
MOTHER ANO 
| DION'T GET 


YOU DION’T 
THINK YOU 


HAD 
ANYTHING 
TO OFFER 


FAMWEANS, 
MORE RTO, 
ME STAN, 
YOULGCAN 

EVERSKNOW.: 


BUT 
SEEING 
YOU, 
SMNIEER 


188 


ay 
iC 


! 
THOUGHT 


cD 


§ was 
RS THIS way. 


| DAN NOY 


Lf 


s 


uy 
x 
Ry 
KR 
S 
0) 


WHO WILL 
CATCH 
THE BALL. 


Chapter 9! / The End 


